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ACTION SS-30 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /031 W 

002195 

O 201505Z APR 74 

FM AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8276 

SECRET SANTIAGO 2113 

EXDIS 

EO 11652: XGDS 
TAGS: Cl, PINT 

SUB J : CHILE - lUNTA'S INTENTIONS RE TRIALS 

1. AFTER DINNER APRIL 19 JUNTA MEMBER ADMIRAL JOSE T. 

MERINO TOOK ME ASIDE FOR A LONG PRIVATE CONVERSATION 
IN WHICH TWO POINTS WERE SIGNIFICANT. 

2. FIRST, WHEN I COMMENTED ON HARSHNESS OF SIX DEATH 
SENTENCES ASKED AT CURRENT AIR FORCE TRIALS, ADMIRAL 
MERINO TOLD ME IN GREAT CONFIDENCE THAT UNLESS SOME 
NEW AND UNFORESEEN FACTS ARE DEVELOPED JUNTA DOES NOT 
INTEND TO EXECUTE ANY OF THOSE COMING TO TRIAL. 

3. SECOND. AGAIN RESPONDING TO SUGGESTION. HE INDICATED 
JUNTA WAS SERIOUSLY THINKING OF EXPELLING FROM COUNTRY 
AFTER TRIAL SOME OF THE BEST KNOWN DETAINEES SUCH AS ALMEYDA 
AND LETELIER. I REMARKED I HAD NO DOUBT THAT 

A UNIVERSITY POST COULD BE FOUND FOR LETELIER IN US. 

4. FURTHER DETAILS BY POUCH. 

POPPER 
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